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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C«F.R« §§ t^a) and 1.10* 

(When using Express MaU, the Express Mail iabei number is mandatory; 
Express MaQ certificaticn is optionsL) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence ts being: 

MAIUNQ 

B deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner 

tor Patents. Washington, O.C. 20231 
^ ^ ^ ^7 <^-P-R- § 1^{a) 37 CFJ^ S 1.10- 

SI with sufficient postage as first cJass mail, □ as -Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 

Mailing t-abel No (nuindatory.) 

TRANSMISSION 

□ transmitted by facsimile to the Patem and Trademark Office, 




Date: _APRil 2004 ^"""^^ 

John S. Egbert 



ifype or print name of person certifying) 
EARNING: Each paper or fee filed by Express Mail must /law the number of the "Express Mail' mailing label 
placed thereon prior to mailing. 37 C.FSL § 1J0(b), 

"Since the filing of correspondence under § 1. 10 without the Express Mail mailing label thereon 
ts an oi^fsight that can be avoided by the exerdse of reasonable care, requests for waiver of this 
requifen}ent will not be granted on petHion," Notice of Oct 24, 1996. 60 Fed. Reg, 56.435. at 56.442. 

(Infoonation Dtsciosure Statement [6-1}— page 1 of ) 



NOTE- 



NOTE: 



A^TE- M<ymatkyi <£schsune statement sh^ 

a) Withh Owee months of the fSng <tatie of s national appSca^on; 

0 MtMn three months of the <iate of entry of the nathna! stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an 
ntemationaf appScaHon: or 

m Before the mailing date ofa^ist Office action on the merits, whichever event ocoars last' 
37 CJ^H. § 1S7(bl 

«ssoc«afe<y with the mng and prosecution of a patent appCication has a duty of candor 
w^oocr fertft In <^aSng with the Office, which includes a duty to disdose to the OfHce all infomtation 
Known to that hdividuai to 6e material to patentabiTrty as defined in this section, ' 37 § 1,56(a), 

•/ooft^aa/s assodated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of 
tnts section a/e: 

(1) each inventor named in the application: 

(2) each attorney or agent who pnspares or prosecutes the application: and 

^^i^H^ <'^pers<V7 who is substan^y involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application 
ana who IS associated with the inventor, with the assi^)ee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation 
to assign the applica^on, " 37 C.Rfl § 1.56(c). 

The 'duty as described in § 1^ will be met so long as the infonnation in question wasdtedbythe 
o^si/om^ed to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97(bHd) and 1S8 before issuance 
or tne patent" Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13 -25 at 17. 

WARNING: '^o infonnation disdosure staternent may be filed in a provisional ap^^ 1,5l(b), 
List of Sections Forming Part of This Information Disclosure Statement 
The following sections are being submitted for this Infonnation Disclosure Statement: 

(b/iec/c sections forming a part of this statement: discard unused sections 
and number fyages consecutively) 

1. B Preliminary Statements 

2. E FORMS PTO/SB/08A and 08B(fomierly FORM PTO-1 449) 

3. □ Statement as to Infonnation Not Found in Patents or Publications 

4. □ Identification of Prior Application in Which Usted Infomiation Was Already Cited 

and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

5. □ Cumulative Patents or Publications 

6. B Copies of Usted Infonnation Items Accompanying This Statement 

7. □ Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Usted Infonnation Items 

7A. □ EPO Search Report 

7B, □ English Language Version of EPO Search Report 

8. □ Translation{s) of Non-English Language Documents 

9. G3 Concise Explanation of English Language Usted Infonnation Items (OptionaQ 

10. 0 Identification of Person(s) Making This Infonnation Disclosure Statement 



(complete the following, if appropriate) 

^A^TF*^ • respectively, have been continued on ADDED PAGE(S) 

'iS^'2Z!ri^'".l^o 

ivocfoe Of Apnl 20, 1992 (1138 O.G, 37-41, 37), 



flnfofmation Oisdosufo Statemont [6-1}— page 2 of 



Section 1. Preliminaty statements 

AppRwuTts submit herewith ^ 
aware that they befieve may be material to the examinafion of this appHcation, and hi respect 
of wWch, there may be a duty to dfedose. 

The filing of this Infonnation disctosure statement shall not be construed as a representa- 
tion that a search has been made (37 CRR. 1.97(g)), an admission that the tnfoonation 
cited b, or is con^dered to be. material to patentability, or that no other material Infomiation 
exists. 

The filing of this infonnation disdosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25, 



Onformation Otsdosure Statement 



— Section 1. Preliminary Statements [6-1] — page 



of 



Section 10, fdentrfication of Per8on(s} Maicing This Infotmation 
Disclosure Statement 

The person maWng this statement is 

(check each applicable Hem) 

(a) □ the inventor(s) who signs below 

SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 

(type name of inventor wtio is signing) 

(b) □ an individual associated with the filing and prose- 

cution of this application (37 C.F.R, § 1.56(c)) 

SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR ^ 

fiype name of inventor wtio is signing) 

(c) H the practitioner who signs below on the basis of 

the infonnation: 

(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the ihventor(s). 

□ supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application, (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 

CS in the practitioner's file. 



Reg. No.: 30,627 

Tel. No.: ( ) 713^224-8080 

Customer No.: 24106 



SIGNATURE OF PRACTITIONER 

John S. Egbert 

(type or print name of practitioner) 
Harrison & Egbert 
412 Main St,. 7th Floor 

P.O. Address 

Houston^ Texas 77002 



(Information Disclosure Statefnenl--Sectioo 10. Wentificatioo of PefSon(s) Making This Informatioa Dtsctosure 

Statement (6-1}— page ^ of ) 



Section 6, Copies of Ustod Information Items Accompanying This 
Statement 

u ^ ^xreign patent: (2? Each pubTtcation or that portion whhh caused 

it to be ftsted: and ptO M other hfdmiation or that porthn which caused it to be Usted. except that 
no copy of a U.S. patent appGcation need be included . . . ' 

P]^^'^*^^ '^a)(2Kti9 makes H char that the requirement to submH a 

information Ssted in an infonnation <£sdosure statement does not apply to the citation of a U.S. patent 

application. Notice of January 9, 1992, 113S O.G. 13-25, at 14. 

Legible copies of all items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (fonmeriy Form PTO-1449) 
accompany this information statement. 

(complete the following, if applicable) 
□ Exception(s) to at>ove: 

□ Items in prior application, from wtiich an earlier filing date is claimed 
for this application, as Identified In Section 4, 

□ Cumulative patents or publications identified In Section 5. 



(Infonnation Disclosure Statement— Section 6. Copies of Listed Infoanation Kerns Accompanying 

This Statenr>ent (6-1J — page of ) 



SocUon 9, Concise Explanation of Engfiah Language Listed InfoimaUon 
items (OPTIONAL) 

submitted and how His understood to be i^evant Concise expfanatkxts an hd(M tojiejmoe. 

psfXkxjkufyM^ documents ai^hngthy and com^ 

relevant to patentabSity or ¥iieee a la/ge number of documents are 

thatoneormoteaie highly televant to paientatm. " Notice of Apr3 20, 1992 0138 O.G. 37-41, 38), 

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0072736, published on June 13, 2002 to Tiemey et al., 
presents robotic surgical tools, systems, and methods for preparing for and performing robotic 
surgery including a memory mounted on the tool. The memory can perform a number of 
functions when the tool is loaded on the tool manipulator: first, the memory can provide a signal 
verifying that the tool is compatible with that particular robotic system. Secondly, the tool 
memory may identify the tool-type to the robotic system so that the robotic system can 
reconfigure its programming. Thirdly, the memory of the tool may indicate tool-specific 
information, including measured calibration offsets indicating misalignment of the tool drive 
system, tool life data, or the like. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,018,266, issued on May 28, 1991 to Hutchinson et al., teaches a tool 
changer including male and female flanges for connecting end effectors to robot arms. A male 
flange having a tapered projection is inserted into a tapered opening in a female flange having a 
rod coaxial with the diameter of the tapered opening. A rotatable locking stud is aligned within 
an opening in the male projection and includes a slot having locking grooves at its lower end. 
The stud is rotated through an angle causing the male and female flanges to be drawn together 
until the cooperating tapers are seated together. A spring retains the flanges in the locked 
position. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,620,362, issued on November 4, 1986 to Reynolds, discloses a robotic 
tool changing system wherein the end-effector includes: alignment ports formed on the gripping 
fingers for reception of alignment pins formed on the tools; a resistor embedded within each tool 
which is uniquely representative of that tool; a tool comparator circuit having at least one 
reference resistor for enabling identification of the particular tool; electrical contact means 
formed in at least one finger for cooperable engagement with electrical connector pins formed on 
the tools; and, fluid connector ports formed in at least one finger for enabling fluid transfer to the 
tool via fluid connecting ports formed in the tool; so as to enable sensing of the resistance value 
of the resistor and delivery of any required electrical utility and/or fluid utility via suitable utility 
control lines. 



Please type a plus sign {+) inside this box ^ 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no 



£6] 



PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31/99. 0MB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
rsons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



1 



Of 



1 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/705,681 



November 12,2003 



RTZGIBBON. Russell Patrick 



3722 



1111-21 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 

INO. 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 


Uolc Ul nuUIICaliOn Ol 

Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

r adoayc?o uf r\cicv«iiu 

Figures Appear 


Kind Code2 
Number . . 

[if known) 






2002/0072736 




Tierney et al. 


06-13-2002 








5.018,266 




Hutchinson et al. 


05-28-1991 








4,620,362 




Reynolds 


11-04-1986 



















































































































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite ■ 
No.'' 


Foreign Patent Document 

Kind Codes 

Office^ Number* (if known) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Fiqures Appear 

























































































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



^ Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 




Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Washington. DC 20231. 



